Reject the proposals - continue the action
Branch notes that:

1) The NUT, PCS, NASUWT and UNITE (in their local government, health and civil service sections) have rejected the Heads of Agreement proposals. 

2) The government have threatened to impose changes in April. 

Branch believes that:

1) Although the proposals include some slight amendments, they are the same as the ones we struck against on N30; 

2) The unions which have rejected the proposals were right to do so; 

3) The main issues in the dispute remain unresolved; the change from RPI to CPI, the increase in employee contributions, the extension of the retirement age and the abolition of the Final Salary Scheme.

4) There should be a membership ballot on the final offer but we don’t believe that the government have yet made any improvements significant enough to warrant such a ballot.

5) Both the continuation and the escalation of industrial action in defence of TPS must precede the Government’s timetable for imposition.
 Branch resolves:
1) To call upon the NEC to reject the Heads of Agreement proposals. 

2) To call upon representatives of UCU to meet with all those unions that have rejected the proposals to discuss organising another day of action. 

3) To call upon the NEC to propose to these unions a timetable for the next stage of the dispute. We should propose that the next day of coordinated action should take place no later than the week following the FE February half term. 

4) To call upon the NEC to propose a strategy of escalating action to the other unions who have rejected the Head of Agreement proposals. 

