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The Tory-led coalition government has made 
clear its intent. It wishes to dismantle the 
“state monopoly” in education. Free schools, 

academies, and the privatisation of Higher, 
Further and Adult Education are being pursued 
with full vigour by this government.

Its goals are to once again make Higher 
Education a place for the most privileged, while 
turning Further and Adult Education into sectors 
that simply train working class people in low-level 
skills for non-existent jobs.

Alongside this reshaping of education, our pay, 
pensions, jobs and conditions of service are being 
attacked. 

Rises in bullying and workload are increasing 
stress levels among lecturers, leading many to take 
time off work due to serious illness.

The autumn looks set to see a significant 
development of the resistance to the 
government’s austerity policies. 

The TUC-called demonstration on 20 October 
will see tens of thousands take to the streets and 

more coordinated strike action among public 
sector unions in defence of pay and pensions.

The tide has begun to turn against 
governments of austerity. From Spain to Greece, 
working people are saying no to cuts. We are 
a part of an international movement against 
austerity. 

This conference will be debating alternatives to 
the coalition’s cuts and privatisation agenda, and 
mapping out the next steps in the campaign to 
defend post-16 education.

11am-12.15pm Opening plenary The crisis, education and resistance

12.15-1.30pm Workshops Defending multiculturalism in post-16 education

  How do we democratise teaching and learning?

  Casualisation: stopping the abuse

  Workload: launching a campaign that can win

1.30-2pm Lunch break

2-3.15pm Forum Does it matter who owns our education system?

3.15-4.15pm Workshops Plebiscites or debate: how do we make our union democratic?

  The white paper: an alternative vision

  Jobs and education: giving young people a fighting chance

  Equality in education: a nice idea, but how do we get it?

4.15-5pm Closing plenary Privatisation, pensions and pay: building a new alliance

Agenda
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