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finances facilitate rather than drive UCU 
policies. 

The highest decision-making body in any 
union is congress, the central aim of which 
is to build the union and strengthen the 
memberships’ ability to fight in this time of 
austerity, casualisation, discrimination and 
pension attack.

I am a socialist and an independent 
union left and work with both UCU Left and 
the UCU Rank and File where I think there 
is agreement.

The role of trustees is to be stewards of 
union assets, uphold the constitution, be fully 
accountable and find the most appropriate 
ways to safeguard and build the union.

A vote for me is a vote for someone, now 
a retired member, who has a great deal of 
varied financial experience in seven unions 
and community organisations. 

I will do my best on behalf of members 
to ensure that our union remains in good 
financial shape to be able to provide the 
help members need and also to collectively 
address the threats we face today from neo-
liberalism and its representatives.

French strikes 
against Macron’s 
pension reform and 
continuing with 
general strikes, it is 
beneficial to make 
direct contact. 

As is raising 
money for their 
strike funds, visiting striking workers 
(which I will in January, March and June) 
and having an exchange of experiences and 
opinions. This, I think, is vital.

Some of the campaigns, in which I have 
been involved raised large sums of money, 
which always had to be robustly dealt 
with through transparency, accountability, 
applying legal requirements and meeting 
deadlines.

I support the current great UCU 
campaigns – in the strike office, on 
demonstrations and in solidarity with 
pickets. I attend members meetings and, 
I am up-to-date with the burning issues 
including pensions, casualisation, equalities, 
pay and workload.

UCU strikes show that action grows the 
UCU. Active and democratic participation of 
the membership and the branches is needed 
to achieve a robust independent union. 

Taking more action decided 
democratically means more members and 
healthy finance depends on union action 
and being responsive to the membership. I 
think the last two years have proved that.

UCU Trustees must robustly defend the 
union’s ability to operate independently 
and effectively in defence of education, 
our members and our branches ensuring 

I am a retired active UCU member 
and continue as a branch committee 
member (since 2004 as AUT/UCU) and 

have been a delegate to many congresses 
including 2019.  I was a branch committee 
member (and secretary in some years) in 
Natfhe and the NUT for over 30 years and 
helped organise campaigns, strikes and two 
occupations.

I have been the Vice-President of 
Liverpool TUC for ten years supporting 
disputes according to our financial situation. 

I have helped lead many union and 
community battles, some successfully, to 
save libraries, achieve disabled people’s 
physical access in neighbourhoods 
(supported by DPAC), against racial 
discrimination, working with those 
fighting for an end to inequality such as the 
Stockport SAFE led by LGBTQ+ activists, 
and road safety for pedestrians and cyclists 
(outside of London Liverpool has the worst 
record on such matters).

I have helped many international 
campaigns including Workers Aid For 
Bosnia, direct financial aid to Haitian 
class struggle organisations, organising 
delegations of trade unionists to 
international conferences of the Brazilian 
CSP-Conlutas and the French Solidaire. 

Concrete action is an essential aspect 
of internationalism. As it is with the 

STV voting system
Please note that all members can vote in the 
elections for Equality, Casually Employed 
members’ and Trustees seats 
To maximise votes for progressive candidates 
we ask you to do the following:
• Please use your votes to first endorse all 

UCU Left candidates and only after that 
use lower preferences for other progressive 
candidates in each relevant list

• Give your highest preferences in the  
UK-elected list to UCU Left candidate(s)  
from your region

UCU NEC elections: 
Vote Martin Ralph 
for Trustee

UCU Left is supporting the following candidates in the NEC elections
Trustees
Mike Barton
Martin Ralph

Vice President
Margot Hill

North East HE
Steve Lui
Bruce Baker

London & East HE
Paul Anderson
Roddy Slorach

UK-elected HE
Jo McNeill
Mark Abel
Julie Hearn
Sunil Banga

UK-elected HE 
(casual vacancy) 
Sunil Banga

Midlands HE 
(casual vacancy)
Alan Barker

Women HE
Pura Ariza
Marian Mayer
Rhiannon Lockley

North East FE
Saleem Rashid

UK-elected FE
Richard McEwan
Saleem Rashid

UK-elected FE 
(casual vacancy)
Nina Doran

For a lay leadership that will:
• Fight to defend post-16 education
• Defend members’ pensions,  

pay and conditions
• Respect democratic mandates
• Seek to build a campaigning,  

member-led unionFind out more at uculeft.org

Election 
runs from 
31 January
- 4 March


