
parliamentary lobbies and protests to halt 
attacks on further education. 

We have put FE on the political map 
and have made some gains with the recent 
£400m win for FE and employers backing 
our call for funding improvements 
to support better pay, contracts and 
conditions. Sadly Labour’s defeat and 
Johnson’s victory means we should be 
ready to fight back to defend FE. 

The FE and adult sector has already 
been through a lot of changes such as 
devolution of the adult education budget, 
mergers and rationalisation. UCU needs 
a national profile in further and adult 
education to shape events in our favour. 

I’m a dedicated activist. I think I can 
make a difference. If you or your branch are 
fighting back I will be there to support you. 

Please use your vote. It really matters. 

FOR A DEMOCRATIC 
FIGHTING UNION

I have worked with other reps and 
branches across my region and nationally 
in both FE and HE to build networks of 
solidarity. 

This includes organising a solidarity 
tour for Nottingham College strikers, 
defending Dave Muritu, leading strikes 
and demonstrations and responding to 
government policy. 

We’ve faced years of austerity. But 
where we have fought back we have won 
more than we have lost. 

UCU has launched many good 
initiatives and met with success where 
we have coordinated our action as a 
union. We’ve won landmark pay deals, 
fractionalisation, and the defence of jobs. 

We have also launched or supported 
key campaigns for our sector, defending 
students opposing the scrapping of EMA 
and the rise in fees, backing Action for 
ESOL and opposing the rise of racism. 

I’ve been at the centre of organising 

I am asking for your vote because 
I have a strong record of building 
UCU and campaigning on issues that 

matter to our members. 
I am standing for the UCU National 

Executive Committee for Further and 
Adult Education. NEC members are lay 
union reps with full-time jobs. 

The executive’s work is to implement 
congress and conference policy, hold UCU 
to account and provide leadership. 

The work of the NEC is critical to the 
success of campaigns on the issues that 
matter to you, from jobs to pensions, 
casualisation, workload, equality or pay. 

It also decides whether our union fights 
on the wider issues that matter to all of 
us. From climate change, to defending 
refugees, to having a real say over 
education policy and our day to day jobs.

As a rep I have fought to defend and 
improve my member’s pay, conditions, 
workload and jobs and the curriculum 
and support my students need. 

I have worked to support women and 
members from BAME and other minority 
backgrounds to become reps and leaders 
in the union. 

We need strong local branches but 
we can’t only fight branch by branch, by 
simply being the best case workers. We 
need a strong national union.
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UCU NEC elections: 
Vote Richard McEwan 
for UK-elected FE

Election 
runs from 
31 January
- 4 March

Biographical information 
including service to the union
• Active member of UCU for more than 

15 years
• I teach full-time GCSE maths to young 

people and adults at Tower Hamlets 
College

• Branch secretary New City College, 
Tower Hamlets College Poplar

• London Region: Recruitment 
Organisation and Training Officer

• Further Education National Negotiator
• Former NEC member served for 6 years
• Committed to fighting for equality, 

promoting solidarity and defending 
victimised reps

UCU Left is supporting the following candidates in the NEC elections
Trustees
Mike Barton
Martin Ralph

Vice President
Margot Hill

North East HE
Steve Lui
Bruce Baker

London & East HE
Paul Anderson
Roddy Slorach

UK-elected HE
Jo McNeill
Mark Abel
Julie Hearn
Sunil Banga

UK-elected HE 
(casual vacancy) 
Sunil Banga

Midlands HE 
(casual vacancy)
Alan Barker

Women HE
Pura Ariza
Marian Mayer
Rhiannon Lockley

North East FE
Saleem Rashid

UK-elected FE
Richard McEwan
Saleem Rashid

UK-elected FE 
(casual vacancy)
Nina Doran

For a lay leadership that will:
• Fight to defend post-16 education
• Defend members’ pensions,  

pay and conditions
• Respect democratic mandates
• Seek to build a campaigning,  

member-led unionFind out more at uculeft.org


